COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM 

Setting  the  bar  high 


MS  church 
exceeds  CP 
giving  goal 

By  Tony  Martin 
Associate  Editor 

The  members  of  First 
Church,  Collins,  found  them¬ 
selves  in  a  difficult  situation 
in  2013. 

For  ten  years,  the  church 
had  witnessed  a  gradual  de¬ 
cline  in  membership  and  at¬ 
tendance.  In  a  small  church 
with  an  active  membership 
of  approximately  100  people. 


1  to  the  CP  insert 
•c  of  the  paper 


COMMUNITY  SERVICE  -  Frank  Gunn  (left),  interim  pastor  of  First  Church,  Collins,  and 
Barry  Morris,  a  former  deacon  chairman,  survey  Collins  Elementary  School  where  the  church 
has  a  program.  The  men  credit  the  congregation's  sacrificial  giving  to  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  and  other  missions  causes  as  an  important  component  of  their  local  and  worldwide 
outreach.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


LifeWay’s  Nashville  complex  under  contract 


NASHVILLE  IBP)  -  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  has  en¬ 
tered  into  a  contract  for  the 
sale  of  its  campus  in  down¬ 
town  Nashville.  Contract 
terms,  including  the  sale  price, 
have  not  been  disclosed  pend¬ 
ing  closing  of  the  sale  in  a  few 
months,  according  to  a  Life- 
Way  news  release. 

The  contract  is  with  Uptown 
Nashville,  LLC,  a  consortium 
of  local  and  national  develop 
era  formed  specifically  to  de¬ 
velop  this  property. 

LifeWay  president  and  CEO 
Thom  S.  Rainer  said  in  the  re¬ 
lease  he  is  excited  about  the 
prospects  for  the  property  sa 
well  as  for  Life  Ways  future. 

"Although  the  buyers  are 
still  flnrimng  a  master  plan 
for  the  site,  I  understand 
their  intention  is  for  it  to  be 


a  mixed-use  development  in¬ 
cluding  office,  retail,  residen¬ 
tial.  entertainment  and  hotel, 
and  the  sale  —  when  complet¬ 
ed  this  summer  —  will  provide 
the  resources  for  LifeWay  to 
build  a  new  facility,  hopefully 
in  downtown  Nashville,  that 
will  support  the  technologies, 
collaboration,  and  culture 
needed  for  today  s  and  tomor¬ 
row's  successful  national  and 
international  ministry." 

Janet  Miller,  CEO  of  Col¬ 
liers  International,  the  broker¬ 
age  firm  representing  Uptown 
NashvilW,  called  the  project 
historic.  *  Re-development  of 
the  LifeWay  campus  is  one  of 
the  largest  economic  devel¬ 
opment  events  in  the  recent 

Nashville  history.  The  project  ^ 
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Nominees 
sought  to 
fillMBC 
positions 

The  2015  Committee  on 
Nominations,  approved  by  the 
mpawnppm  of  the  179th  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  (MBC),  will 
soon  begin  reviewing  the  trust¬ 
ee/board  member  positions  on 
the  boards  and  commissions  of 
the  MBC  to  serve  in  2016. 

Accordxnx  to  Danny  Smith, 
committee  chairman  and  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Tunica,  there  are  a  limited 
number  of  vacancies  to  be 
filled  on  the  following  boards 

■  Baptist  Childrens  Village 

■  Baptist  Health  Systems, 
Inc.  (Jackson) 


Health  Care  System, 


■  Board  of  Ministerial 
Education 

■  Education  Commission 

■  Historical  Commission 

■  Blue  Mountain  College 


■  William  Carey  University 

■  Mississippi  Baptist 
Christian  Action 
Commission,  Inc. 

■  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 


Welcome  the  good  days 


'hile  straiehteni 
at  our  Life  Way 


the  shelves 

w  v  £  — iristian  Store 

•  "  y  id  Fort  Worth  one  day  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter,  I  looked 


.  _  - - - — «  up  and  saw  a 

l?dy  in  the  Bible  section  whoTooked 

t  C°?1?  ^  y  lo?!* 1  went  ov«r  to  her  and 
asked  if  I  could  help. 

I  , .  Asking  some  additional  questions. 

II  learned  she  wanted  a  Bible  but  had 
one  or  even  been  to 
church.  She  was  starting  from  square 
one.  I  then  begaD  to  exSain  to  her 
what  kind  of  book  the  Bible  is  -  a 
uniquely  inspired  one  -  and  why  it's  so 
important  for  us  to  read  it. 

She  seemed  receptive.  She  said  she 
had  looked  at  some  of  the  student 
Bibles  but  just  didn't  know  which  one 
w«Iked  back  over  to  the 
student  Bibles  and  I  showed  her  a  life 
application  Bible  -  the  one  that  first 
helped  me  understand  the  Scriptures 
bow*°  aPP*y  ‘hem  to  my  life. 
After  showing  her  some  of  its  various 
features,  she  said  she  loved  it  and  took 
it  into  her  hands. 

i  whole  time  talking  with  her,  all 
I  could  hear  in  my  head  was  Jesus  say- 
h"  »bp“t  Me.  Tell  her  about 
Me,  so  I  walked  her  over  to  a  quiet 
corner  in  the  Bible  section  and  began 
to  share  Jesus  with  her. 

^After  I  had  explained  the  Gospel,  I  ' 
began  to  tell  her  a  little  bit  of  my  own 
story.  As  it  turned  out,  she  and  I  shared 
asimilar  struggle  and  I  could  see  that 
what  I  was  saying  was  resonating  with 

to  forgive  cithers  andhowwe  all  des- 

e!™±?rd  <^d’*  forK'v«ness  I  told 
her  about  how  Jesus  wants  to  come  i 

M«^I.  ,VeS  !nd  uke  away  the  anger.  ( 
a“d  “dne!s-  and  replace  it  i 
wth  His  love,  joy,  and  peace.  I  told  her  i 


Guest  opinion 

with  Patricia  James 


Racist  in  our  midst 

i  You  dont  read  about  Lila  Rose 

and  her  work  in  the  mainstream  news 

sussssssna, 

group  of  pro-life,  African-American 
pastors  who  protested  Planned  Parent- 
Ii^?°utside organization’s 

gawrasissfb. 

SjESSjsss?-™- 

hood,  the  reagent  of  more  than  $s4o 
I"  federal  government 
fUDcina  (translation:  >our  tax  money), 
is  a  racist  organization  and  has  been 

Parenthood  can  believe  otherwise.  Its 

founder  was  a  rabid  racist  by  the  name 

°fM^*aret  Sanger,  who  oomed  the 

wrfeugrajMtooq^in  herphi. 

^^J°«fhCTdd  not 

beyond  control. 

that^tTto^L^tet^C 

population,”  she  famously  wrote  UV 
J^-ft^me^r  she  began  hCT 

Parenthood,  which  exterminated 
over  327,000  babies  last  year,  hasn’t 


Sometimes  I  get  discouraged 
when  1  feel  like  we  re  not 
making  a  big  enough  impact, 
but  then  there  are  days  when 
I  get  to  witness  God  change 
a  customer's  life  through 
our  ministry  at  l  .if e Way. 
Thankfully,  these  days  far 
outweigh  the  others  and 
remind  me  to  keep  serving 

God  faithfully  in  tie  down 

times  knowing  that  cur  labor 
in  the  Lord  is  not  n  vain ' 


■vnenam  woman  in  need,  then  we 

t£SBEtg:£tSt? 

want  to  put  it  in  his  name. 
fljcw^ftirenrtoorfcri^ikvBe.-  Yes, 


^^^I^rder*Wn*  won,;TeJn^fierlife 

SKasasr-  1 
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make  this  kind 
and  want  to  rm 
anything  out. 


b"*rne  Parker.  Flora 
fa**  Sie».  flonwoc 
BtfiyBirhs  .fcrry 
CsrtWhrte.Merrtan 
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fasseW  Mod,  Sturgts 
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Why  can't 


Baseball  a  special  language  for  sharing  Gospel 


ing  their  2003  World  Series 
championship  season  and  now 
coaches  for  one  of  the  New  York 
Yankees’  minor  league  teams, 
told  the  pitchers,  “To  become 
great,  you  have  to  throw  with 
intent,  with  purpose."  , 

Volunteer  Sonny  Hester,  who 
may  or  may  not  have  realized  he 
was  preaching  a  mini-sermon, 
told  the  catcher*  “Home  plate  is 
never  going  to  change.  It’s  always 
going  to  be  here.  Tne  only  thing 
that  will  change  is  how  you  posi¬ 
tion  yourself  toward  it" 

While  these  players  hear  Gos¬ 
pel  truths  from  volunteers,  visit¬ 
ing  parents  also  listen  in. 

“One  of  the  main  things  that 
stood  out  to  me  was  the  openness 
of  the  parents  (to  the  Gospel], " 
said  volunteer  Chris  Pennell. 

One  day  a  mother  named  Car¬ 
olina  stood  behind  the  baseball 
players  while  Howard,  the  rope- 
tobng  Florida  Baptist  volunteer, 
shared  his  testimony.  “She  had 
heard  about  God  and  Jesus  many 
times  from  her  Catholic  friends, 
Jehovah’s  Witnesses,  and  the 
Mormons.  What  she  had  heard 
from  these  folks  did  not  make 
sense  [to  her],"  related  IMB  mis¬ 
sionary  Jew  Mitchell. ,"  but  she 
understood  what  [Howard]  was 


LIMA,  Peni  (BP)  ~  A  rope  isn’t 
typical  baseball  gear,  but  Florida 
Baptist  volunteer  Josh  Howard, 
who  was  headed  for  a  baseball 
dinic  in  Lima,  Peru,  had  rood 
reason  for  packing  a  very,  very 
long  one  in  nis  suitcase. 

He  would  speak  of  eternity  to 
a  group  of  kids  living  in  the  mo¬ 
ment  to  become  better  baseball 
players,  using  a  rope  for  a  visual 
illustration  that  he  learned  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  teaching  of  evangelical 
paStor  Francis  Chan. 

Howard  was  there  with  seven 
other  former  and  current  high 
school,  college,  and  professional 
baseball  players  ana  coaches  — 
all  from  Southern  Baptist  church¬ 
es  in  Florida  and  Tennessee 

In  late  2009,  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  mission¬ 
aries  Tim  and  Joy  Mitchell  from 
Georgia  could  hardly  foresee 
what  God  was  up  to  when  asked 
one  simple  question  at  a  Florida 
missions  conference:  "Do  they 
play  baseball  in  Peru?" 

Tim  didn’t  know  the  answer 
right  away,  but  when  he  returned 
home  to  Lima  he  started  making 
contacts.  He  got  acquainted  with 
Peru’s  baseball  federation,  which 
hosts  a  league  for  young  players 
and  a  national  team. 

In  the  process,  he  discovered 
that  most  of  the  federation's  lead¬ 
ers  are  Nikkei  —  Japanese  im¬ 
migrants  and  their  descendants. 

Less  than  one  percent  of  Peruvi- 
;ji  Nikkei  has  a  relationship  with 

Later,  a  Tennessee  Baptist  vol¬ 
unteer,  who  decades  ago  tore  his 
shoulder  weeks  before  his  big- 
league  tryout  with  the  Cincinnati 
Reas,  joined  up  with  Tim  in  Peru 
to  investigate  the  possibility  of 
using  baseball  dimes  as  a  badge 
to  share  the  Gospel  _ 

Peru’s  baseball  federation  heard  during  the~past  five  0 

welcomed  their  help.  The  fed-  years  of  baseball  clinics.  „  ySu**J 

e ration’s  president  and  a  second-  ■  pray  that  believers  and 

generation  Nikkei  said  he  hoped  churches  will  commit  to  pray 
they  could  make  a  major  leaguer  fbr  Peruvian  baseball  players  WAY  TO  1 

out  of  some  of  their  own  young  and  to  build  long-term  rda-  Florida  Mi 

players.  He  was  also  open  to  them  tionships  with  them.  hi 

faring  Bible  stories  and  testimo-  To  join  the  Mitchells’  •  •  pL 
nies,  believing  hoys  today  need  to  prayer  team,  email  them  at  J:™. 

be  molded  with  morals.  tcmsbox(&  gmail.com.  Carairals, 

The  idea  for  that  first  baseball  courtage 

stnrtegTfof1  making  non-Japanese  Peruvians,  dhist  belief 

The,  friendships  have  been  *  noCreator 
contend  it  was  part  of  God’s  plan.  impotent  mknodmg  "Youdo 

In  the  five  years  since  thnrin-  down  roaAk^to  dw  Mkta.  thetradmo 
ceptkm,  the  oinks  have  opened  Re***"*  the  Nikkei  wrth  the  pel  present 
dJocT  for  sharing  the  Gospel  Ckts^  ujbtinct  teaiise  they  notjnwgu 
with  countless  players,  parents.  ascnbe  leM  value  to  what  some-  until  thev  t 
coaches,  and  offtoaLs.  During  this  one  tdls  them  and  focus  more  Ttat  satd 
war’s  clinic  alone  LA2  neoolc  ac-  on  the  form  in  which  it  s  com-  has  a  mini 
cepted  Christ,  mostof  toemnon-  rounfoated  through  actions.  Tiro  more  than  > 
Japanese  Peruvians  said.  Just  as  the  baseball  volun  *  en  at  the  d 

‘  it’s  yet  to  be  determined  if  teers  are  eyeing  the  youngplay-  point  on* 
five  years  has  been  long  enough  e»  technique  to  are  if  fte/re  Kevm  C 
to  make  a.Major  League  Base-  major  league  matenal.  toe  Nik-  for  the  St 
ball  playerobt  of  snyof  toe  boys,  kei  are  watching  rather  than  just  the  wlunl 
but  frs  proved  sufficient  time  for  listening  to  how  the  team  shares  yond  their 
some  self- professed  "washed-  the  Gospel  seeds.  "We 

up,"  one-time  baseball  stand-  When  'Je  volunteers  give  a  said  Ofciw 
outs  to  consider  themselves  public  invitation  to  accept  Christ,  fieklbefon 
friends  with  Lima's  aspiring  mavbeoneortwoNikkei  willraise  January.  * 
baseball  stars.  their  hand  to  show  a  decision  and  and  we’ve 

Those  friendships  have  built  may  only  hold  them  shoulder  fore,  and 
bridges  for  sharing  the  Gospel  high-  Rooted  in  Shinto  and  Bud-  year  long. 


LOVE  FOR  THE  GAME  -  Former  major  leaguers  Kevin  Ohme  (left)  andTocnmy  Phelps  (right) 
huddle  with  a  Peruvian  little  league  teem  after  a  game  in  Lima,  Peru.  Ohme  and  Phelps,  both  from 
First  Church,  Brandon,  R.,  were  in  Lima  with  six  other  baseball-experienced.  Southern  Baptist  vol¬ 
unteers  to  help  players  improve  their  skills  and  to  share  the  Gospel.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 
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Navy  chaplain,  accused  of 
intolerance,  faces  dismissal 


a  cbaplain  for  riving  traditional 
biblical  counsel  is  evidence  of  a 
continuing  attack  against  evan¬ 
gelical  Christians. 

_  Ror  Virginia  attorney  Arthur 
Schulcz,  the  charge  of  “intof- 
aance”  leveled  against  Navy 
7  Modder  shows 
tie  discrimination 
ihcal  chaplains  is 
65  chaplains’  cas- 


The  ‘Whosoever 
WmVofEaster 

*  celebrating  the  death  of  Jesus  on  the  triumplui^ 


how  once-sub 
I  against  evana 
increasing.  Tim 
es  continue  to 
ous  courts  aft 
discrimination 
mid-19706. 

Modder  is  a  veteran  of  nearly 
20  years  in  the  military,  inchicf- 
mg  a  four-year  tour  of  duty  with 
the  Marines.  On  Feb.  17,  his  com- 
BOMribx  officer  sent  Modder  a 
fetter  caJhng  for  the  chaplain’s 
detachment  for  cause." 

.  Cant  Jon  Fahs  said  Modder 
is  unable  to  function  in  a  diverse 
™xPluz^rtk;  environment  at 
the  Naval  Nuclear  Power  Train¬ 
ing  Command  base  in  Goose 
Q«ek,  S.C  Fahs’  accusations  in¬ 
clude  Modder  allegedly  telling  a 
student  she  wT^ma^Sx. 
seir  for  engaging  in  premarital 
sex^  berating  another  unmarried 


of( ItisthepiniuSepictme 

jgar&f&a waaagaeSE. 

.  gg&9gad£SKfi£3& 

T* ** s*ved?J5,eD'^ according^ to Srt^^-And  he 

Affluent,  Alienated,  Aching 

®ujndened#  Broken,  Bruised,  Boastful 

Contaminated,  Condemned,  Contentious,  Conscientious 

.  Discouraged,  Diaengagsd,  Druggie.  Dnmtaud 

Eaduded,  Expelled,  Extravagant,  Extrovert 
Fun-kwiag,  Frustrated,  Failure,  Forgsten 
Goober,  Glamour  Queen,  Goidner 

”°b°'  H<7^- Hooor  Stodent  f.ungry.  Hulk,  Helpless 
Introverted,  Intellect,  inquire 
Junkie,  Jilted,  Jerk 

Khimsy,  Krude,  Kantakerous,  {Conflicted 
Lover,  loser,  Looney 
Majestic,  Marred,  Mourning,  Married 
Noteworthy,  Ne’er-do-wefl,  Nutty,  Neglected 
0v«T»ted,  Overextended,  Overlooked,  Overbearing 
Pretender,  Perverted,  Pompous 
Questioning,  Quotable,  Quiet 
Rouge.  Rowdy,  Regal,  Runt 
Search®8a  Straggling,  Snubbed,  Soured 
Troubled,  Trampled,  Tom,  Touched 
Unappreciated,  Unqualified,  Underrated 
Vicions,  Vulnerable,  Vagabond 
Wicked,  Winsome,  Wounded,  Wandering 
X-troverted,  X-plosive,  X-duded 
Young.  Yearning,  Yokels,  Yahoos 
Zoned  In,  Zoned  Out,  Zero 

^SsaSBiSfiiggaB“»»w-  . 

P«d.fct iffiesinsofthe  world.  He paidfo^St^drt 

i^^t^  "And him  **1- oome,h  ton*  I  win  iiTJEJ 

strng.  trust  you  and  I  welcome  you  as  my  Lord  and  Savior.  Amen  * 


JJJEET?."  U  S  NavV  Chaplain  Wes  Modder  displays 
e  oaJ,?'ven  to  tom  by  Naval  Special  Warfare 
"t?®80,  Ca-<  upon  c°mpl6tion  of  a  recent 
2?:VO*r  veteran  chaplain  could  be  dis- 

^^d-?^  ^.?tlons  ,hat  he  does  not  treat  non-Christian 
points  of  view  with  respect.  (BP  photo) 

Wh°.^d-  NDAA  legislation  in  fisca 
SSrtf  sa?e  iff”  and  2014  directed  th< 

^tfWbel^tSdtaS  j^w^plac" 

1*0^  Institutes  senior  ooun-  the  Surden  on  the  militan  if  n 


port  Activity  in  Charleston,  SxT  ^s*  *The  actions  the  Navy  has 
wconhng  to  Christianne  Wit-  ta^en  90  for.  particularly  Fahs, 

ccftssiSa; 

cent  National  Defense  Authorize-  ^er  receiving  Fahs'  letter 
protects  the  chaplains  nght  to  commodatwn  of  his  religious 

"■  JsvtifcCffs 

sonal  tiles  for  the  purpose  of  at-  WneeiM  these  agues 
jadang  him.  Schufc/  said.  “That  Berry  said  his  client  will  ehal- 

ytotto  aBqeedinfrmuriSnT^; 

gWTATaeae 

■sSswrssxi;  ag/wsB 
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COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM 


WE  CAN  DO  MORE  tegether 


iff  ROYCI 


JIM  FtlTRAl 


Since  1850,  Mississippi  Ccdfage  and  (he  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  hove  served  together  m  the  ministry 
of  Christian  higher  education  .  The  Cooperative  Program  represents  o  vital  support  stream  for  that  ministry, 
providing  miftons  of  dollam-most  of  it  dedicated  to  Ardent  scholarahip  support. 

remains  critiapi  to  ourmmtetry  Ws  deeply  appreciate  the  generous,  sacrificial, 


—mains  critical  to  oor  mmietry  W#  deeply  appreciate  (he  generous,  sacrificial, 

Baptists  giving  through  (he  Cooperative  Program  to  Mississippi  College. 

for  everv  asoect  of  our  work,  ft  helps  us  educate  thot»- 


lEAS'JRER 
BAPTIST 
>N  BOARD 


m 
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BARBARA  MCMILLAN 


are  for  the  support  lhat  (he  Cooperative  Program  affords  Blue  Mountain  College  I  Giv 
rotive  Program  directly  impacts  our  ability  to  provide  students  (he  option  of  o  Christ- 
centered  academic  experience— an  experience  (hat  prepares  (hem  to  be  salt  and  light  in  a  culture  (hat 
desperately  needs  the  influence  of  weM-prepored  Christian  leaders.  Support  from  Mississippi  Baptists 

(hat  our  students  can  pursue  their  education  at  institutions  that  ore  unopofogeticaly  Christian.  Thank 


Wee  < 


■MnMJmMI 


ffJMMY  KINfi 


Cooperative  Progrom  is  the  lifeblood  of  WWiani  Corey  University.  With  a  small  endowment  and  no 
government  support,  Carey  depends  upon  Ihe  funds  from  the  Cooperative  Progrom  to  form  a  dependable 
foundation  to  begin  our  budgeting  each  year.  Without  these  funds  we  would  have  to  cut  many  of  (he  min¬ 
istry  and  mission  activities  lhat  make  a  Christian  college  truly  unique,  providing  life  changing  experiences  to 
coundett  students.  While  we  receive  generous  support  from  individual  Baptists,  olymni  ctonors  and  others,  It  is 
(he  Cooperative  Program  lhat  furnishes  the  stream  of  support  lhat  is  absolutely  vital  to  our  growing  university. 

VMs  are  so  grateful  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  lhat  support  (he  Cooperative  Program  ond  all  of  (he  ministries 
that  depend  upon  it,  including  Christen  education. 


Many  times  I  have  said  I  wish  there  were  no  need  for  (he  services  of  The  Bapfet Children's  Village  — 
BHL  that  every  chfcJ  could  have  their  own  wonderful  Chnsten  home  with  (heir  own  birth  fondly  Unfortunately 
HP#  that  is  ootlhe cose.  In  addition  to  continuing  to  provide  residential  core  for  children  who  cannot  be  with 
foir  own  families,  The  BCV  has  become  much  more  proactive  in  (he  area  of  keeping  fomkies  together. 

In  addition  to  our  seven  residential  campuses,  vte  have  also  implemented  #je  Doran  Program  to  provide  ser 
vices  (hot  help  beep  struggle  fancies  togedjer.  Since  Dorcas  was  established  to  help  families  who  were  at  (he  point 
of  disruplfon  andooBopse,  91  %<7Se  families  in  the  program  have  been  able  to  Veep  die*  child  from  going  into  state 
custody.  Today  well  ewer  300  children  are  at  home  wifc  (heir  own  families  because  of  (he  Dorcas  Progrom 

Without  (he  Cooperative  Program,  Dorcas  would  not  be  possible  Every  time  you  give  os  a  port  of  o  cooperating 
church,  you  are  helping  keep  families  together 


CENTURY  CLUB 


$  25,000  • 


CARROUy  CALVARY 
NORTH  DCUA/WA1NU7 
PANOIA/PHARSAUA 
UNION/STEPHNG  STO 
GOU>  TttANCUE/CEDA 
WEBSTYER/MONTHVSTA 


assooahow/church 

NOmCIWniAI/EMMANUa 
MONTGOMERY/fBC  WtNONA  * 

mmkivnorth  grknwooo 

MODEOA/FBC  CLEVELAND 

MCX06IVrBCGtt£NVll£ 

NOtmOfflA/OAICHURST 

NORTH  CENTRAt/FBC  GRENADA 

N^DOefiVFBCGREFNVVOOO 

NyO^llA/PlCRClANOlA 

CARROU/MWKN 


The  *teom*  concept  bund  fe  way  in 
sports  on  teams,  I  began  to  reofixe 


sports  on  teams,  f began  to  reoBze  bow  much  more  you  con  Occam- 
plish  together  than  you  con  alone.  Someone  defined  TEAM  as  Together 
Everyone  Accomplishes  More.  That  is  so  Rue. 

When  t  come  here  23  years  ago.  we  at  first  ftoeftsi  laurel  mode  o  comm* 
ment  as  pastor  and  people  to  nee*  go  below  a  tithe  of  our  total  receipts  to  the 
Cooperative  Program.  Wb  are  currently  at  1 1%,  but  would  Wee  to  raise  (hat 
number  mcrementafty  until  we  are  at  15%.  Around  here,  we  are  constantly  em¬ 
phasizing  "not  equal  gib  but  equal  sacrifice.*  When  that  happens,  the  smaletf 
church,  the  largest  church  and  every  church  in  between  combines  to  make  an 
impact  for  tie  cause  of  Chri*  and  Hb  Kingdom  the*  is  of  Global  Significance. 


i  con  occom- 
M  as  Together 


wt  |»  1 

P*-  •  -h'  •  t  *•  '  & 

-^rr^4ier^ 


ftot  equal  gifts  but  equal  sacrifice  *  When  for  happens,  the  smallest 
braes?  church  and  every  church  in  between  combines  to  make  an 
he  cause  of  Christ  and  His  Kingdom  that  is  of  Global  Significance. 


points.  I feltten bettaHl 

Through  the  Cooperative  Program  we  con  ol  conlribtfi  what  we  hove  to  offer. 
Wb  con  combine  our  efforts  and  cooperatively  make  a  dHbrence  br  aft  eternity. 


April  2, 20/5  Cootbutive  Program 
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REGION  4  R 

ASSOCIATION/ CHURCH  CPOVTS 

MTALA/E8C  KOSCIUSKO  174,185.11 

lAUOERDAlE/POFlAR  SWINGS  08  Ml, 35945 


RE6I0N5 


AT  LARGE 


wiNSTON/raciousvna 
1AUOE8DAIE/NOR1HCSEST 
IAUDE80AIE/F8C  M0UDIAN 
[a.l*M)AIE/HIGHIAND 
'  IAU0EMWE/F8C  COUWSVlUf 
NEWTON/WC  NEWTON 
NEWT ON/CIARKE  VENAKE 
ciawce/wcqutmaN 


136.I2S.90 

133,404.39 

128,91/72 

123.979.S7 

116,067:17 

100.071.25 

92.64S.27 

88,876.72 


ASSOCIATION  CHURCH  CR  <MTO 

HKE/FBC  SUMMIT  231.104.16 

JONES/ESC  LAUREL  213,483.16 

MAJWON/T9C  COIUMNA  200.495.62 

«NE  BEU/TEMWE  HATTSSSUtG  189,999.96 

ttm  BVE8/E8C  HCAYUNE  145.918.89 

GUO  COAST /ESC  GUfEOKT  140,974.00 

HNE  BEU/EETAl  HARVEY  137,242.00 

HNE  SECT/CAHTESVllE  133699  18 

JCNES/F8C  ElUSVSiE  131,727.35 

GUT  COAST/ESC  8SOM  125, 153.94 


ASSOOMSION/CHUtCH  CP«FT* 

ATlAKGe/WACEOTYCHUtCH  21.16372 
AT  LAJtGE/JOURNEY  11,95700 

AI  lARGE/tHE  COMMLMTYCH  10,629.41 

AT  IA8GE/THE  BEGWMNGS  CH  10,281.41 

AT  IA8GE/UFEKTNTTUNKA  8.132.78 

AJ IARGC/N08TH  WDGE  CHURCH  7,842  77 
AT IARGE/EXCHANGE  CHURCH  7,033.00 
AT  UWGE/GSACE  FEUOWSH9  6.78969 

AT  IARGE/CHINESE  GRACE  8WE  4.37160 

AT  LARGE/BASREtA  CHU8CH  4,142-06 


We  celebrate  ond  support  Hie  Cooperate! 
lord  because  i«  provides  us  with  gospel  pa 
Kuala  Lumpur  ana  as  data  os  the  Ow  Miss 


[  the  Cooperative 


ogrom  at  FBGOx- 
Kitirr.  is  for  off  as 
,  kit  a  few  blocks 


away.  Such  kingdom  impoct  would  njvar  through 


in  state-focused  partnership  with  oyer  2000  MBCB  churchiis^God  ta^es 
our  small  gift  and  mokes  it  much,  i  frequently  tell  our  congregate*  that  the 
12.5%  of  our  budget  that  goes  to  CP  is  the  best  money  we  gtveoNyeor 

mission  need  and  opportunity.  When  we  give  through  CP  loti  people  oil 
over  our  state  ond  at  over  me  world  bear  about  Jesus.  There  s  no  belter 
moltvalion  ter  FbC-Oxford  ihon  That.  - - 


ASSOCLAnOfi/CHUteCH 

UNCOIN/NEW  PROSPECT 
PHCE/ieWYS  CREEK 
ADAMS/CUFF  TEMPtE 
RANKH/WCKETT 

fea*lwver/jun*«  GROVE 

NEWTON/CHUNKY 
WINSTON/ NOXAPATER 
PCWTOTOC/ECJtU 
LEE/8REWE « 

MARION/CEGAR  GROVE 


CFOtm 

44,272.56 
37,213  67 
35,265.59 
33,091.94 
32,961  42  £ 

32.561.76 
32,522.98 
29,356  78 

27.649.77 
25,082.62 


5699,999 


j  For  the  church  to  succeed  in  our  lord's  coll  Jo  His  Great  Commit 
K/  sion,  will  always  require  God  colled.  Spirit  filled  in^wideali  who 
not  only  hear  H»$  call,  but  abo  surrender  to  it  with  boldness  It  will 
also  require  God's  body,  the  church,  to  be  committed  to  His  Great 
CotrnnissioTThe  church  must  lake  serious^  the  task  of  praying,  encour¬ 
aging,  training  cr*J  supporting  those  who  have  answered  Ck>d  s  coll.  1 
believe  First  Baptist  Church  Kosciusko,  has  been  ond  is  today  effective  and 
efficient  in  accomplishing  God's  coH  through  its  commitment  ond  support  of 
the  Cooperative  Program  through  the  following  ways: 

•  Praying  for  those  who  ore  called  by  God. 

•  Encouraging  ond  training  the  generations  in  the  church  so  that  they  may 
be  able  to  hear  and  respond  to  God's  coll 

•  Providing  our  church  the  opportunities  to  experience  missions  first  bond 
os  described  in  Acts  1 :8. 

•  Giving  socrificiaOy  through  the  Cooperative  Program  for  the  glory  of 
God's  Nome  alone  being  made  great 


ASSOCIAnON/CHUteCM  CP  OPTS 

RANWN/PEIAHArCHC  64,187.20 

UNCOlN/PliEASANT  GPOVE  60,619.13 

PIKE/CENTRAl  58,826.80 

COMB*  DAV/PRENTISS  56,554.67 

COVJEFf  DAV/WHTTESANO  55,445.97 

METHO/POCAHONTAS  52,803.43 

lAUOEKDAUi /WESTWOOD  50,903.51 

CA89OU/VAI0EN  50,132.86 

LAWtENCE/SHttOH  48,870.56 

SCOrr/SPWNGFIElD  47,344  69 


$100  000  mm 


ASSOCIATION/ CHURCH 

MONTGOMESY/FBC  WINONA 
IAU0EROAIE/WC  COIUNSVIUE 
CMKXASAW/F8C  «U5TON 
IAWRENCE/MONTICEUO 
MARION/BUNKEt  HRl 
PUCE/FBC  MCCOMB 
NEWTON/FBC  NEWTON 
jONES/NWAN  SPRINGS 
RANKIN/MClAURtN  HEIGHTS 
SR*PSON/F*C  MAGEE 


169,548  90 
116,067.17 
1 1 1,405.25 
106,137.10 
105.29043 
104.867.96 
100,07125 
97.865.29 
95,926.50 
93,979.14 


Grace  City  contributes  to  the  Cooperative  Program  because  this 
4  orte  way  our  church  toes  to  obey  Christ' s  command  to  go  into 
oil  nations  ond  preoch  the  gospel.  By  giving  to  the  Cooperative 
program,  our  church  contribute.  to  the  miiAionarwj  who  ore  located 
oil  omsr  the  globe  shoring  the  gospel  of  Chrisl.  Addrttonatty  we  give 
to  die  Cooperative  Program  knowing  thot  this  money  wiH  olso  helprtort 
new  churches  here  at  home  and  abroad.  Ultimately,  our  involvement  in 
the  Cooperative  Program  is  o  way  for  us  to  stay  connected  to  thousands  ol 
churches  Through  the  Cooperative  Program,  we  know  that  we  are  part  of 
o  gospel  movement  that  is  bigger  than  our  local  congregation  and  bigger 
Ihon  our  locol  community 


$1,000,000  and  UP 


RANWN/FBC  BRANDON 
MfTRO/CCXONMl  HEIGHTS 


_  ■  #P 

AC1RO/FBC  JACKSON  869,457.76 

METOO/SROADMOOR  523.000.00 

11EE/HAIBBSBURG  475,274.92 

METRO/MORRISON  HEIGHTS  423,164.18 

METRO/F8C  MADISON  386. 1 39.09 

GOU)  TWANCUE /FAJ1VBW  340,842.21 

LAFAIffm/FBC  OXFORD  292. 1 27.85 

GOtD  TKIANGU/F8C  STARKVIUf 273.059.03 


266.527.00 

256.432.41 
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a  nmi 

APRIL 


PLAN  A  CELEBRATION  DAY  IN  YOUR  CHURCH! 


RICK  BLYTHE 


PROMOTION 


The  Cooperative  Progrom  is  celebrating  90  yon  of  suoaxt  fee  Southern 
Bcphsf  world-wide  missions  ond  ministries.  Begun  m  1925  sens©  °* 

desperation  on  How  to  reoch  a  lost  world  withthe  gospel ,  the  Cooperative 

*  .  .  i  .b.  _ I  ...  ,  i L'.ilb .  v-  ~_L  .  M  am  Ht*  rv***nt  nMMMHO 


^  Program's  viability  and  sustornobili 
allows.  Sadly,  the  average  Southern 
Cooperative  Program  works. 


asi^asthepres^genera^ 
as  little  to  no  knowledge  of  how  the 


R«canlty,  on«  ol  our  fin*  potfon  o*»d  m«  to  cony  and  ipeofc  to  *y  <Wxmn  K.» 
rihrtut  the  Coooerative  Proof  am  H  seems  they  hod  no  idea  how  Cooperative 


church  about  the 
gram  dollars  are 


Cooperative  Program.  H  seems  they  had 
spent  and  thought  their  money  could  be 


idea  hew  Cooperative  Pro* 
ler  utilized  giving  directly  to 
alive  Program.  T  could  tell 
perception  of  the  Coopera 


reaching  impoct  their  Cooperative  Program  gilts  were  having  in  the  v  ^ld 

mission  programs  [Mission  Friend's,  *** 

sion's  education.  \Ate  ore  raising  a  generation  of  children  and  young  odulb  whc^ore 
unfamiliar  with  the  worldwide  imoact  of  the  Coooerallve  Program  ond  ore  therefore, 


RESOURCES 


UttUM 

IT  1  utlAU*** 


BULLETIN  WSERTS 

•  VVHyl  Still  Befleve  in  the 
Cooperative  Program 


yeor  for  mission*  and  minitfryl 


TO  ORDER  VC  JR  FREE  COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM  RESOURCES 
CALL  oC  -2W-3347  OR  VISIT  WWW.MBCB  ORG. 


-  T  PH 
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NDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  (BP  and 
ocat  reports)  —  Indiana’s 
fading  Republican  lawmakers 
hedged  March  30  to  introduce 
anguage  to  the  state's  new  re- 
igious  freedom  bill  to  clarify  it 
loes  not  allow  discrimination 
gainst  homosexuals  but  seeks 
□elusion  of  religious  diversity, 
iter  a  national  firestorm  of 
ritidsm  and  threats  from  pro- 
XtBTQ  groups. 

However,  state  House  of 
tepreaentatives  Speaker  Brian 
losma  and  Senate  President 
fro  Tem  David  Long  said  at  a 
>ress  conference  that  backlash 
generated  by  the  state  s  Reli- 
pous  Freedom  Restoration  Act 
RFRA),  signed  into  law  March 


26  by  Republican  Governor 
Mike  Pence,  is  based  on  a  mis¬ 
representation  of  the  bill  instead 
01 ts  intent,  design,  and  effect. 

"What  we  hadnoped  for  with 
the  bill  was  a  message  of  inclu¬ 
sion,  inclusion  of  au  religious 
beliefs,"  Bosnia  said  in  a  video 
of  the  press  conference  posted 
on  the  Indianapolis  Star  web¬ 
site.  "What  instead  has  come 
out  is  a  message  of  exclusion, 
and  that  was  not  the  intent  and 
hopefully  not  the  effect.  But  to 
the  extent  it  is,  we’re  intent  on 
rightmgthat” 

The  bill  does  not  mention 
ansil  orientation,  but  oppo¬ 
nents  have  expressed  concern 
that  it  might  be  used  to  deny 


services  to  homosexuals  based  must  never  be  compromised  or  “That  sort  of  ignorance  is  not 


on  religious  reasons.  di 

The  taw,  effective 
July  1,  "sets  a  standard  1 
of  review  for  a  court  | 
when  issues  of  religious 
liberty  and  other  nghts 
collide  due  to  grwem- 
ment  action,"  Uosma 
said.  Specifically,  the 
bill  prohibits  a  gov¬ 
ernmental  entity  from 
“substantially" burden- 
ing  "a  person's  exercise 
of  religion"  unless  the 
entity  "demonstrates 
that  application  of  the 
burden  to  die  person: 

(1)  is  in  furtherance  of 
a  compelling  govern¬ 
mental  interest;  and  (2) 
is  the  least  restrictive 
means  of  furthering 

**j*5E**  e*-  long 

emmentai  interest. 

The  law  is  the  lat¬ 
est  in  a  line  of  20  re¬ 
ligious  freedom  bills 
at  the  state  level  pat¬ 
terned  after  the  1993 
federal  Religious 
Freedom  Restoration 
Act  that  passed  with 
broad  bipartisan  sup¬ 
port.  Another  11  states  DEBOER 
have  religious  liberty 
safeguards  that  courts  have  in¬ 
terpreted  as  providing  a  compa-  r 
rable  level  ofprotection  d 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  t 
President  Ronnie  Floyd  said  t 
religious  liberty  for  everyone  g 
must  always  be  preserved.  a 

“It  is  one  of  the  major  core  f 
values  of  our  country  which  a 


distorted  in  any  way,"  FI o 
pastor  of 
Cross  Church  CH 
in  northwest  EgP 
Arkansas,  told  Bfc 
Baptist  Press.  I 
“The  leaders  E 
of  our  nation  K 
must  always  f  ^ 
lift  high  this 
founding  HH 

KX&  i  ™~CE 

all  Ameri¬ 


cans. 

Southern 
Baptist  Ethics 
&  Religious 
Liberty  Com¬ 
mission  Pres¬ 
ident  Russell 
Moore,  who 
addressed  the  FLOYD 
issue  March 
30  on  CNN,  E 
has  called  [ 
public  con-  \ 
versa  tion  re-  fc 
garding  the  f 
bUl  “the  most 
uninformed  IS 
and  igno-  V 
rant”  that  he  ■ 
t  has  “seen  in  MOORE 

years. 

“When  secularized  or  nomi-  & 
nally  religious  people  don’t  un-  a 
derstand  religious  motivation,  t 
then  they  are  going  to  assume  tl 
that,  behind  a  concern  for  reli-  a 
gious  exercise,  is  some  sinister 
agenda:  usually  one  involving  c 
power  or  money,"  Moore  wrote  c 
at  the  ERLC  website.  t 


Floyd,  just  naive.  It  leads  to  a  break¬ 
down  of  pluralism 
and  liberal  democ¬ 
racy.  I  shouldn’t  have 
the  power  to  mandate 
that  a  Jain  caterer 
provide  wild  game  for 
some  Baptist  church’s 
Duck  Dynasty-themed 
‘Beast  Feast,  just  be¬ 
cause  I  don't  under- 
stand  their  non-vio- 
rtnK't  lent  tenets  toward  all 

living  creatures. 

I  shouldn’t  he  al¬ 
lowed  ‘o  require  Cath¬ 
olic  churches  to  use 
grape  juice  instead  of 
wine  just  because  I 
don’t  understand  tran- 
substantiation." 

Law  professor  Mi- 
FLOYD  chael  J.  DeBoer,  asso- 

date  professor  of  law 
at  Falkner  University 
in  Montgomery,  al., 
and  M.Div.  graduate 
of  Southeastern  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Ft.  Worth,  like¬ 
wise  said  opponents 
of  the  law  are  misin¬ 
formed  in  a  commen¬ 
tary  at  ERLC’$  Canon 
MOORE  and  Culture  website. 

"Opponents  of  the 
•  nomi-  legislation  have  not.,  displayed 
>n’t  un-  a  commitment  to  accuracy  in 
ivation,  their  communications  about 
assume  the  legislation,"  wrote  DeBoer, 
for  reli-  a  licensed  attorney  in  Indiana, 
sinister  “Instead,  they  have  rallied 
volving  opposition  based  upon  misun- 
e  wrote  derstanding  and  misinforma¬ 
tion,  upon  fear  and  myth.  As  a 


MS  POSITIONS 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

►  Lantrip  Church.  Broca:  Revival,  Apr.  5-8;  Sun.,  6  p.m.; 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Clarence  Cooper,  Billy  Little,  Kevin 
Merritt,  and  Jerry  Smith,  speakers;  Janae  Winter  and  Bill 
Bailey,  music;  Robert  Earl  Alexander,  pastor. 


consequence,  many  are  unin¬ 
formed  and  misinformed  about 
the  legislation. 

Undoubtedly,  there  are 
some  who  are  knowingly  dis¬ 
torting  and  mischaracterizing 
the  legislation,  and  there  are 
others  who  are  motivated  by  a 
deep-seated  hostility  to  faiths 
that  are  both  believed  privately 
and  lived  publicly." 


CD  or  IRA 

COMING  DUE? 


$5,000 


Final  Expense  Bureau 
Insurance  Policies 

ONLY  PENNIES  A  DAY 


First  Yaar 


down  before 


L.D.  O'Mire  FT 

Financial  Services  £  * 

1-800-844  3254 


O’Mire 


L.D 


1 -(800)^44-3254  H  9 

A.  866 


CP 

coot,  from  p.  1 

The  church  was  barely  pay¬ 
ing  its  bills,  and  occasionally 
had  to  dip  into  its  buildinjt 
fund.  The  church  began  to  fail 
behind  in  its  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  (CP)  giving.  It  had  been 
one  of  the  top  churches  in  the 
state  for  per 

Barry 
member 
ucation  at  Baptist-affiliated 
William  Carey  University  a 
few  miles  down  Highway  49 
in  Hattiesburg,  was  deacon 
chairman  in  August  2013. 

.  After  some  research,  he  dis¬ 
covered  that  not  only  was 
the  church  behind  in  CP  giv¬ 
ing,  but  on  other  missions 
gifts  too  -  the  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  (BSU)  at  Jones 
County  Junior  College  in  El- 
lisville,  Covington -Jeff  Davis 
Association  in  Collins,  a  Hon¬ 
duras  dental  ministry,  and 
other  offerings. 

*1  presented  this  short¬ 
age  to  the  deacons  and  one 
of  our  deacons  shared  a  great 
testimony.  He  said,  ‘For  the 
church,  the  tithe  is  sacred.  We 
must  catch  up.’" 

The  deacons  considered 
CP  giving  as  part  of  their 
corporate  tithe.  After  a  vote, 
the  deacons  determined  that 
every  month  the  church  had 
to  receive  a  certain  amount, 
with  the  overage  going  to¬ 
ward  "catching  up"  on  CP  and 
other  offerings.  The  amount 
the  church  was  behind  on  CP 
giving  alone  was  $9'43i-34» 
they  calculated. 

On  the  Sunday  following 
the  pivotal  deacon's  meet¬ 
ing,  all  that  information  was 
shared  in  the  church  bulletin. 
The  catch-up  amount  was  to 
come  out  of  the  church  gen¬ 
eral  budget  and  not  from  any 
special  offering.  That  was  a 


am  me  tuuivu  was  auic 

make  the  first  payment, 
lating  $500  to  CP.  At  the 
1  of  the  second  month,  the 


tall  order  for  a  church  that 
had  been  struggling  with  its 
own  bills. 

However,  at  the  end  of  the 
month  the  church  was  able 
to  make  the  first 
donating 
end 

church  gave  $1,000;  the  third 
month,  $2,000.  By  year’s  end, 
the  church  had  given  an  addi¬ 
tional  $5,931*34  to  CP  and  rec¬ 
onciled  the  delinquency. 

Astonishingly,  the  com¬ 
mitted  congregation  had  also 
caught  up  on  giving  to  the  as¬ 
sociation,  the  BSU,  and  the 
Honduran  mission  fund.  In 
addition,  the  church  exceeded 
its  own  goals  for  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering, 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering,  and  the  Margaret 


Lackey  State  Missions  Offer¬ 
ing.  All  told,  the  church  had 
given  $13,000. 

That’s  not  all.  Morris  said 
the  church  learned  of  a  single 
mother  with  four  children 
whose  husband  was  in  prison 
for  arson.  The  family  was  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  small  travel  trailer.  The 
church,  with  the  assistance  of 
several  other  churches,  col¬ 
lected  an  offering  and  was  able 
to  purchase  a  $22,000,  four- 
bedroom  mobile  home  for 
the  family. 

The  sacrificial  giving  has 
continued  at  First  Church, 
Collins.  Through  t be  end  of 
2014,  the  church  significantly 
exceeded  their  special  goals 
for  the  Annie  Armstrong,  Lot¬ 
tie  Moon,  and  Margaret  Lack¬ 
ey  offerings.  The  church  also 
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ives  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
invention's  World  Hunger 
emphasis,  the  Mississippi 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
Ed  wins  Robinson  Special  Day 
Offering,  and  the  Baptist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Village.  It  gives  to  lo¬ 
cal  benevolence  and  commu¬ 
nity  missions  in  addition  to  all 
cited  above  -  and  still  sends 
13%  of  undesignated  gifts  to 
support  CP. 

The  Lord  continues  to  bless 
the  church.  According  to  Frank 
Gunn,  interim  pastor  for  the 
past  19  months,  "On  the  high 
side,  we  were  reaching  per¬ 
haps  20  children  on  Wednes¬ 
day  nights.  Today  we  are  run¬ 
ning  two  vans  in  double  shifts, 
with  about  55  children  from 
kindergarten  through  sixth 
grade  and  25  teenagers.  We 


have  an  active  group  of  60-75 
on  Wednesdays." 

Approximately  20  volun¬ 
teers  minister  to  the  children - 

The  deacons  and  oth  r 
members  are  reaching  ou’  to 
the  parents  of  the  children, 
too.  4 On  Wednesdays,  we  have 
about  one-third  white  chil¬ 
dren,  one-third  African-Amer¬ 
ican,  and  one-third  Hispanic," 
Morris  said. 

“The  church  has  baptized  its 
first  two  African-Americans," 
Gunn  added. 

Morris  added  a  final,  im- 

Krtant  note.  “Our  pastors 
ve  been  teaching  that  we 
have  to  get  outside  the  church 
building.  We  are  ministering, 
but  it’s  the  kids  who  have  been 
evangelizing  and  bringing 
their  friends  to  church." 


MHHZ  IVXNPHGKHP  SC  EWH  GVKH 
VR  TVO,  GWMSCT  RVN  EWH  DHNLI 
VR  VXN  GVNO  UHPXP  LWNSPE  XCEV 
HEHNCBG  GSRH 
UXOH  EYHCEI-VCH 

Clue:  U  =  J 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Jdhn  6:65 

8y  Charles  Marx.  1 432-2004,  Q  200 S 


"Hearing  is  Believing" 


ionai  Sound 
Design  and 


Need  a  liiiht? 


Jesus  said.  **l  am  the  tight  »>t  the  world. 
Whoe'er  follows  me  "ill  not  "nlk 
in  darkness  lint  "ill  have  the 


m 

jail 


^B  Simply  share  tin  following  prayer 
HUB  with  ( .od  in  your  own  " ords: 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  be  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted 
electronics  tty  to  the  email  address  below,  and 
must  be  included  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  and  mailed.  All  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing,  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  win  be  accepted 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 
permissible. 

Ptaese  make  Articles  concise.  Include  the 
who.  what.  when,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person's  address  and 
telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically 


via  email,  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photographs  must 
be  deer,  sharp,  and  wefHighted  Photographs 
must  depict  people  No  landscape-,  building-,  or 
object-only  photographs  wi»  be  printed 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  well  on  newsprint 
are  generally  not  publishable 

There  «  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  win  be  published,  and  unsokated 
material  w*  not  be  acknowledged  or  returned 
Alt  news  items  are  subject  to  edfeng.  and  all 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  Nows  hams 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Deadline  for  submitting  newt  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date  Articles  that 
are  not  date-sensitive  will  be  published  on  a 
space-available  basis.  These  guidelines  are  not 
meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  newt  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Bax 
530,  Jackson.  MS  3920*0830.  PAX:  (601)  292 
3330  Email:  I 


1 1  h.i\ v  siiimd.l 
mss  fur  im  sins 
mi  from  eternal 
Liilh.  <  I  rein  ill  .1 


3.  I  belie"  Jesus  died  and  rose 
[from  the  grate  to  Torgi'e  ill'  sins 
ami  to  restore  my  relationship 
"  it  It  toil.  'I  Belie"*  in  Jesus.) 
4.  II'  faith.  I  in'  1 1 1  Jesus  (  lirist 
into  im  life.  I  mm  this  time  on. 
Tint  |o  li't  in  a  luting  relationship 
with  Him.  <1  recei"  <  lirist  as 
m '  Na'  im  ami  I  nr«! .  1 


the*  right  to  become  children  of  f»od.  e'en  to 
ihost  who  hi iu  w  in  his  name.  'Joint  1:12 
1 ;  j  oa  mg  I  f  .1  foi  1  brief  fodi)  roiifai  i  .1 

at  Southern  Baptist  church  fur  spiritual  guidance. 


Jackson  1-80*444-1200  or  H^ttosbur^f«S*2u-«21 
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he  Declaration  •  Luke  24:1-12 


« 


mHe  is  not  here,  but  is  RISEN!”  Luke 
r6(NKJV) 

Can  vou  imagine  the  emotion  of  Mary 
agdafene.  Mary  the  mother  of  James, 
oanna  and  other  ladies  as  they  went  to 
>  tomb  to  put  burial  spices  on  the  body 
their  dear  friend  Lord  Jesus,  only  to 
nd  the  tomb  empty?  Then  to  be  con- 
two  men  in  dazzling  apparel 
,  “He  is  not  here,  out  is  ris- 
What  or  who  should  they  believe? 
ould  it  be  true? 

There  is  still  much  skepticism  in 
r  world  for  those  who  either  refuse 
believe,  or  have  such  doubts  about 
event  two  thousand  years  ago,  they 
t  believe  even  though  they  really 
ant  to  believe. 

Let’s  consider  the  evidence. 


The  Emptv  Tomb  (Luke  24:1-3) 
“Then  they  went  in  and  did  not 
find  the  body  of  the  Lord  Jesus*  Luke 

24'nSsySd  been  present  just  three  days 
before  when  His  body  was  placed  there. 
They  saw  the  stone  rolled  into  place.  They 
knew  Roman  soldiers  had  been  guarding 
the  tomb  constantly.  How  could  this  be? 
This  did  not  make  sense  to  the  naked  eye. 
They  were  deeply  puzzled. 

Do  we^et  puzzled  at  the  work  of  God 
when  we  ao  not  understand?  We  often 
want  proof!  We  want  undeniable  facts. 


The  Risen  Lord  Declared  The  Sure  Witm 

(Luke  24:4-8)  Now  the  drai 

“Whydo  you  seek  the  living  among  the  The  ladies  had  1 
dead?*  Luke  24:5(NKJV)  rection.  They  wer 

The  women  in  despair  were  suddenly  BUT..  . the  disapl 
encouraged  by  two  men  in  shining  gar-  had  experienced 
ments  standing  before  them,  “He  is  not  women  wanted  1 
here,  but  is  risen!*  Then  they  said  “Re-  BUT...  “Peter  aro 
member  how  Hespoketoyou  while  He  was  Ah... Peter. Jw 

still  in  Gali¬ 
lee,  saying. 

TheSonot  | _  _ _ _ 

Man  must 

!£d  Imo  ILJjR  Explore  the  Bible 

I,T  stoftS  IftXHl  with  Kiely  D.  Young 

men,  and 
be  cruci¬ 
fied,  and 
the  third 

day  rise  again.'"  Luke  24:  6-7  Then,  How  many  p« 

THEN  “They  remembered  His  word*.*  ing  hearts  and  dc 
)  24:8  there  is  hope  an< 

They  had  doubted  until  they  were  ation.  They  are 
reminded  of  the  very  words  Jesus  in  all  the  wroog  j 
had  spoken.  teDs  them  theyii 

Are  we  not  of  the  same  mind-set?  We  themselves  or  h 
so  often  forget  the  truth  of  the  word  and  stance  (drugs  an< 
let  situations  of  doubt  overcome  us  leav-  Peter  went  tc 
ing  us  doubting  the  things  we  have  been  ing  down,  he  sa 
taught  to  be  true?  C  .  by  themselves:  1 

We  must  Know  what  we  Believe,  and  ing  to  himself  < 
we  must  BELIEVE  what  we  KNOW.  (Luke  24:12).  P 


The  Sure  Witnesses  (Luke  24:9-12) 
Now  the  circumstances  had  changed. 
The  ladies  had  assurance  of  the  resur¬ 
rection.  They  went  and  told  the  disciples. 
BUT... the  disciples  thought  the  women 
had  experienced  wishful  thinking.  The 
women  wanted  to  believe,  so  they  dkL 
BUT...  “Peter  arose  and  ran  to  the  tomb.* 
Ah.  .  .  Peter.  .  . he  really  wanted  to  believe. 

His  memo* 


ries  of  the 
Says  were 

loro  the  Bible  wLed 

Kiely  D.  Young  Tlik.  susl^ehad 
m  a  hurting 
I  heart  and 
he  wanted 
relief. 

How  many  people  around  us  have  hurt¬ 
ing  hearts  and  desperately  want  to  believe 
there  is  hope  and  a  solution  to  their  situ¬ 
ation.  They  are  looking  for  answers,  but 
in  aD  the  wrong  places.  The  secular  world 
tells  them  they  just  have  to  work  it  out  for 
themselves  or  nide  in  the  world  of  sub¬ 
stance  (drugs  and  alcohol)  relief. 

Peter  went  to  the  tomb,  “and  stoop¬ 
ing  down,  he  saw  the  linen  cloths  lying 
by  themselves:  and  he  departed  marvel¬ 
ing  to  himself  at  what  had  happened." 
(Luke  24:12).  Peter  was  looking  for  real 


evidence  of  the  Resurrection.  He  found 
not  only  the  empty  tomb,  but  he  found 
die  grave  cloth  as  well.  He  “marveled" 
at  what  he  saw.  That  is  the  result  of 
yearning  faith  finding  reason  to  believe. 
He  now  had  no  doubt  that  the  words  of 
Christ  were  true.  After  three  days  He 
would  rise  again. 

We  are  two  thousand  years  removed 
from  that  day.  But,  today  you  can  have 
the  personal  experience,  as  many  have 
done,  to  go  to  Jerusalem  and  visit  the 
empty  tomb!  That  is  the  supreme  differ¬ 
ence  m  Christianity  and  all  other  world 
religions.  The  founders  of  other  reli¬ 
gions  are  buried  and  worshippers  go  to 
tneir  grave  site  to  pay  tribute.  We  cel¬ 
ebrate  our  Resurrected  Lord  and  soon  to 
return  Lord. 

But  what  is  the  evidence  to  believe  to¬ 
day?  Josh  McDowell,  a  former  agnostic, 
wrote  Evidence  that  Demands  a  verdict . 
He  desperately  tried  to  disprove  Christ, 
the  existence  of  God  and  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Christ.  But,  rather  than  disprove, 
he  affirmed  and  proclaimed  his  own 
changed  life  as  confirmation  of  the  resur¬ 
rection  power  of  Christ. 

“He  is  Risen"!  Hallelujah  and  Amen. 

Young  is  retired  Sunday  School  Di¬ 
rector,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board ,  and  a  member  of  Ridgecrest 
Church ,  Madison. 


Resurrected  Like  No  Other*  Matthew 28:1-10 


disciples  to  meet  Him  in  Galilee.  Then, 
their  resurrected  Savior  sent  them  on 
their  way  with  the  best  news  of  the  great¬ 
est  story  e*  told. 

Springtime,  songs,  poetry,  artwork:  all 
strain  together  and  still  barely  touch  the 
wonder  toe  story  of  the  joy  of  new  life  in 


- — i  in  the  books  that  Jesus  writes,  all  words  that  stand  as  a  wit™ 
of  the  ends  become  beginnings.  is  not  here  ft*  He  has  ns* 

God  made  a  way  for  His  Son  to  obey  said!  Remind  the  disciples 
the  commandment  to  keep  the  Sabbath  in  Galilee/  In  Matthew  26: 
Day  as  holy.  Jesus  “rested"  in  death  in  told  them  that  after  He  wa 
the  tomb  from  just  before  sunset  on  Fri-  were  to  meet  Him  in  Galilee 

- -  These  two  Marys  ran  fn 

_ ,  at  some  point  in  the  ear-  tomb  ^attempting  to  balar 

ly  morning  hours  of  Sunday,  die  first  day  sive  mixture  of  fear  and  n 
of  the  week,  Jesus  came  out  of  that  tomb  emotions  were  off  the  scale 
standard  timing  of  tions!  I  just  absolutely  can 


Jesus  is  like  no  other.  Our  Messiah  gan. 
was  covenant-promised  prophetically 
and  virgin -bom  miraculously.  Our  Mas¬ 
ter  was  fearless  in  His  unequalled  power 
and  peerless  in  His  unequivocal  teach¬ 
ings.  Our  Savior  poured  out  His  life  will-  — - -  „ - 

indy.  For  His  final  Passover  offering.  The  day  until  Sabbath  was  done  at  sunset  on 

Great  Shepherd  presented  Himself  as  the  Saturday.  Then,  - - *"  ‘ — 

unblemished  Lamb  of  God.  Unspeakably  ly  morning  h — 
mocked  and  mortally  wounded,  Jesus  of  the  week, 
died  a  death  like  no  other.  His  unique  alive.  The  \ 
death  set  the  perfect  stage  for  the  ulti-  that  part  of 
mate  miracle,  death  loses  and  life  wins!  this  story 
The  time  was  3  P.M.  on  Friday  of  has  always 
Passover  Week.  Jesus  had  been  writh-  blessed  my 
ing  in  pain  on  the  center  cross  since  9  soul. 

A.M.  The  deep  darkness  that  had  en-  Matthew 
gulfed  Jerusalem  since  noon  had  finally  records  that 
lifted.  On  that  God-ordained  Golgotha  it  was  Mary 
afternoon,  the  cruel  Roman  soldiers  Magdalene 


Studies  for  Life 

ith  Becky  Brown 


ployces  in  29  states. 

UfeWay  leaders  began  a 

Creliminary  feasibility  study 
tst  August  into  selling  the 
campus  to  relocate  to  what 
they  described  as  facilities  bet¬ 
ter  suited  to  the  ministry’s  fu¬ 
ture.  The  entity  was  founded 
in  1801  as  the  Sunday  School 
Boara  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 


I  I CC1A/AV  to  become  a  new  gateway  to  the  the  finest  quality  model 

LirCWMl  central  business  district.  forward-thinking  design 

cont.  from  p.  1  Miller  said  she  looks  for-  pledge  the  mixed-use 

ward  to  an  ongoing  partner-  munity  will  be  enviro 

will  continue  to  create  jobs  and  as  “this  valuable  asset  is  tally  green,  technologies 

investment  in  the  downtown  reimagined  and  redeveloped."  vanced,  and  service-orie 

core,  much  as  UfeWay  has  done  Rainer  said  the  buyers  LifeWay  has  previou 
the  past  120  years.  This  campus  have  said  Uptown  Nashville  knowledged  that  after  a 
will  be  a  lynchpin  in  the  future  will  “architecturally  combine  closed,  they  will  lease 

development  of  downtown  historic  charm,  paying  horn-  portion  of  the  facilities 

Nashvule  and  has  the  potential  age  to  Nashville’s  roots,  with  new  building  is  finished 
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HAMILTON  CHURCH.  MONROE  ASSOCI¬ 
ATION.  recently  licensed  William  Tiffin  Ml  to 
the  gospel  ministry.  Tiffin  is  currently  serving 
as  minister  of  youth  end  music  at  the  church. 
He  is  shown  with  pastor  Robert  Moore. 


v 


r»  tCS _ 

Jimmy  Smith,  pastor.  SILVER  CREEK 
CHURCH.  MCCOMB.  with  his  wife.  Tibet- 
his.  celebrated  his  12th  year  as  pastor. 


wti  n 
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Jeff  tors,  president  Golden  Gate  Seminary,  was  the  flueet  speaker  for  the  Weekend  of  Encourage¬ 
ment  revival  sponsored  by  WEBSTER  ASSOCIATION,  lorg  is  shown  with  several  area  pastors. 


i 


i. 


The  kids  choir  of  CALVARY  CHURCH.  SILVER  CREEK, 
presented  their  Easter  musical.  Heppy  Day. 

In  other  Church  News: 

►  Mi»  area  churches,  including  First  Church.  Ntw*Serdk.  Con¬ 
cord.  Rose  HR,  Meranetha.  end  Pine  Grove,  are  hosting  the  2nd 
annual  Walk  Through  the  Park  -  The  life  of  Jesus,  Apr.  3*  5  -  8  pm., 
at  Mize  Park.  The  event  reenacts  14  scenes  from  the  hrc  of  Jesus,  trotn 
birth  through  resurrection. 

►  Carrollton  Church.  Canroflton.  is  sponsoring  God  Speaks,  begin- 

runs  Good  Friday,  Apr.  3. 9  and  end™  Easter,  Apr.  £  at  sunrise, 

00  me  courthouse  grounds  in  Carrollton.  Call  the  churdi  at  (662)  237- 
9351  to  sign  up  for  15  minute  intervals  of  reading  the  Bible. 

►  Pulaski  Church.  Pulaski,  is  honoring  twtor  Mickey  Walls  for  25 
of  service  Apr.  12, 10  a-m.  -  noon,  fonowed  by  a  poduck  lunch. 


Jlowed  by  a  poduck  lunch. 


hi 


CASKEY  CONI fcWLNO 


Eleven  member*  of  the  Daughters  of  the  King  women's  ministry  group  at  TRINITY 
CHURCH.  MONROE  COUNTY,  met  in  January  to  kickoff  their  spring  semester  with  a  House 
Slipper  tea.  Everyone  wore  their  house  slippers  and  enjoyed  drinking  tea  and  eating  scones. 


A/o  Aux>7wusiZir 
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1  SAMUEL  14:6 
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A  Ere©  Conference  for  Bi  Voc.ition.il  and 
Sm.illrr  thurch  Momt>er*hip  Ministers 
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The  Mission  Friends  of  BRANCH  CHURCH. 
MORTON,  sang  special  music  Mar.  8.  Shown 
are  Grecelynn  White.  Luke  Smith.  Tristin  El¬ 
lington.  and  Elizabeth  Bates. 


TOPEKA  CHURCH.  JAYESB.  celebrated 

the  20th  anniversary  of  their  pastor.  Dele 
Authement.  Feb.  15,  along  with  a  lunch  and 
reception.  Shown  are  Authement  and  Jim 
Futral,  who  brought  the  meet  age  and  pre¬ 
sented  Authement  with  a  certificate  com¬ 
memorating  hie  service. 


